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On Aug. 18, voters went to polls to elect all 500 members of the Chamber of Deputies, half the 64seat Senate, and governors of six of the nation's 31 states. Although election officials had declared
that final vote tallies would be announced within 24 of the balloting, three days after the elections
just over half the ballots had been counted. Based on the preliminary count, the government's
Federal Electoral Institute (IFE) declared the ruling Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI) to be the
virtual winner with 62.3% of the votes in national deputy races, and 62.8% in the senatorial contests.
According to the IFE, PRI candidates were also leading in the gubernatorial races. Opposition party
spokespersons, however, said their candidates had won the elections for governor of San Luis Potosi
and Guanajuato states. Some candidates, such as the National Action Party (PAN) candidate in the
Guanajuato governor's race, refused to recognize official vote count results due to claims of fraud.
At an Aug. 21 press conference, Cuauhtemoc Cardenas, president of the Democratic Revolution
Party (PRD) and Luis Alvarez, leader of the National Action Party (PAN), said federal officials
were once again guilty of electoral fraud. They cited several irregularities including incomplete
voter registration lists, diversion of government funds for PRI campaign activities, and haphazard
distribution of voter eligibility credentials. Most foreign observers expressed satisfaction with the
fairness of the elections. (Sources: The Mexico City News, El Nacional, El Universal, El Financiero,
08/20/91; Agence France-Presse, 08/21/91)
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